Epidemiologic Surveillance for Staphylococcus epidermidis infections related to cardiopulmonary bypass.
Epidemiologic investigation of 20 Staphylococcus infections among valvular and aortocoronary bypass graft patients indicated a broad spectrum of clinical illness in these two groups. The highest infection rate (9.3%) and case specific mortality rate (54.5%) were noted among those patients undergoing cardiovalvular replacement surgery with protheses. The median onset of infection was 6 days suggesting infection during the intraoperative period. Using the epidemiologic data from this investigation, a transmission pattern was formulated and a series of control measures designed to interdict the routes of transmission were instituted wigh marked success. These measures significantly reduced the incidence of S. epidermidis infections among these high risk patients.